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NEWS	FROM	MIDDLE	SCHOOL	&	IGCSE	
EVENTS	

I. Children’s	 Day	 Celebrations	 -	
“You	never	become	old,	if	you	carry	your	
childhood	 with	 you…”	 TGS	 celebrated	
Children’s	 Day	 with	 great	 fervour.	 The	
student	community	was	enthralled	seeing	
their	teachers	playing	the	part	of	some	of	
their	favourite	Disney	characters	as	part	of	
the	 Musical	 “Faces	 of	 TGS!”	 	 The	 quirky	
presentations	 of	 these	 characters	 along	
with	 a	 live	 choir	 adding	 melody	 to	 the	
essence	 of	 the	 scene,	 not	 forgetting	 to	
mention	 the	 two	most	 adorable	 hosts	 of	

the	show,	Skipper	and	King	Julian,	left	the	audience	in	splits	and	moments	of	awe!	The	
heart-warming	performance	from	the	Support	Staff	members	was	memorable.	It	indeed	
was	a	treat	to	see	the	Specialists	do	what	they	do	best!		
The	Head	Boy	and	Head	Girl	then	spoke	on	behalf	of	the	student	community	expressing	
their	gratitude	to	all	Members	of	Staff.	Seeing	everyone	participating	in	making	this	day	
special	for	the	children,	it	sure	was	a	“Go,	Team	TGS”	moment	for	all	of	us!		

 

	
ANNUAL	SPORTS	DAY	

The	Gera	School	celebrated	its	Annual	Sports	Day	on	18th	November	with	enthusiastic	
and	skilful	participation	from	all	students	at	the	Athletics	Stadium,	Bambolim.	
Our	Chief	Guest	was	Mr	Brahmanand	Sankhwalkar,	Padma	Shri	and	Arjuna	Awardee	for	
Football.		
The	students	participated	in	a	wide	array	of	events:	the	March	Past,	Track	events,	Novelty	
races,	Drills,	and	the	Martial	Arts	and	Gymnastics	displays.	They	entertained	the	the	
audience	with	their	wonderful	performances.		
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The	House	teachers	and	Sports	teachers	ensured	100	%	participation	of	the	students	in	
some	form	or	the	other.	A	few	students	demonstrated	qualities	of	perseverance	and	grit	
as	they	participated	in	multiple	Track	and	Field	events	to	make	it	to	the	victory	stand.	The	
Chief	Guest	and	other	dignitaries	present	awarded	the	medals	and	the	certificates	to	the	
winners	of	the	various	sports	events.	The	chief	guest	addressed	the	gathering.	He	
emphasized	the	importance	of	sports	in	a	child’s	life.		
The	Sports	Day	ended	with	the	Last	Post	and	the	National	Anthem.	
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I. Revamp	of	the	Goodbye	song	
	

Student	 Council	Members	Lucius	De	 Almeida	 and	 Natalie	
Moreira	 rewrote	 and	 recorded	 afresh	 the	 song	 melody	
played	 at	 the	 end	 of	 each	 school	 day.	 They	 first	 started	
working	 on	 the	 GoodBye	 song	 in	 mid	 July	 2022.	 The	
students	modified	the	existing	song	with	their	own	lyrics	
and	tune,	 to	compose	a	song	that	would	be	played	at	 the	
end	of	the	school	day.	In	October,	the	students	recorded	the	
song	 in	 a	 studio.	 Natalie	 played	 the	 keyboard	 and	
sang;	Lucius	played	the	guitar,	drums,	and	sang.	

 

II. ICT	TechOntwerp	2022	
	
Our	Middle	School	students	were	given	an	opportunity	to	put	their	thinking	caps	on,	and	
showcase	their	designing	talents	at	the	TechOntwerp	event.	The	event	is	a	platform	that	
gives	our	students	the	liberty	to	design	various	different	digital	artefacts.	Each	Grade	was	
given	a	real-
life	 topic	 to	
design	 their	
matter.	
Students	
worked	 on	
brochures,	
invites,	 and	
events	flows	
for	 the	
Sports	Day;	 some	also	 created	digital	 artefacts	on	 “Your	 life	 at	TGS”.	The	event	was	a	
success,	and	winners	will	be	announced	in	an	official	email. 
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NEWS	FROM	THE	SPECIALISTS	

 

I. DANCE		
Grades	6	and	7	are	preparing	 for	a	 couple	of	dance	
performances	and	so	far	we	have	been	learning	basic	
steps	 for	 the	 bhangra	 and	 trying	 to	 build	 up	 a	
repertoire	so	that	a	set	choreography	will	be	easier	to	
learn.	 Students	 have	 to	 build	 their	 stamina	 too	 for	
such	 an	 energetic	 folk	 dance,	 and	 tryouts	 for	 those	
who	wish	to	perform	at	the	Annual	event	are	under	
way.	

II. HINDI	
Grade	6	 

Learners	 learnt	 the	 chapter	 ‘Dr.	 Rajendra	 Prasad	 ’.Through	 this	 chapter	 they	 learnt	
that		hard	work,	dedication	and	passion	are	important	in	anything	we	put	our	minds	to.	
They	focused	on	reading	skill	and	vocabulary	building.	Vocabulary	such	as	Aatmakatha,	
maktab,	riyasat,	aaandolan	etc.	were	used.	They	also	learnt	Paryayvarchi	shabd	such	as	
khilaf,	virodh,	hukm,	aadesh,	etc.	and	application	of	the	same.	Students	also	did	the	revision	
of	Sangya	 through	verbal	 tennis	game.	They	did	Maukhik	(Oral),	 formative	Assessment	
and	revision. 

Grade	7	 

Learners	 did	the	 Maukhik	 (Oral)	 Assessment	 test	 on	 the	 poem	 ‘Aahvahan’.	 They	 also	
learnt		the	chapter	‘Shikshak	se	Rashtrapati’.	They	learnt	about	Dr.	Zakir	Hussain:	his	life	
and	simplicity,	and		how	we	can	work	hard	and	be	humble	and	get	success.	Through	this	
chapter	they	learnt	how	Hindi	played	an	important	role	in	our	freedom	fight	and	learnt	
how	hard	work	and	time	management	are	important	in	our	lives.	They	shared	their	views	
on	how	and	why		 they	have	 to	use	 time	effectively.	They	 focused	on	reading	skills	 and	
enhanced	 their	 vocabulary	 e.g.	 nivrutt,	 niyukt,	 sachiv,	 chakachaundh,	 avismarniy,	 etc.	
They	also	did	a	Listening	Formative	Assessment.	They	learnt	Muhavarein	such	as	Dilon	
mein	basna,	Neev	dalna,	Gala	bhar	aana,	Aankein	bhar	aana,	 etc	 and	application	of	 the	
same	. 
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Grade	8	
Students	learned	the	chapter	'Do	Divyang	Vibhutiya'.	They	did	an	activity	wherein	they	had	
to	close	their	eyes	and	walk,	fold	one	leg	and	walk,	etc.		They	shared	their	experience	about	
how	they	felt	and	what		difficulties	they	faced	while	doing	this	activity.	Through	this	activity	
kids	learned	to	be	empathetic	towards	physically	disabled	people,	and	learned	why	they	
must	 respect	 and	help	 them.	New	vocabulary	was	 learnt:	drishtiheen,	divyang,	 swarchit,	
dirghatama,	prabhavit,	shatarchi,	sammukh,	masiha,	samanjasya	etc.	They	focused	on	life	
skills	such	as	empathy	and	respect.		
We	 discussed	 how	 physically	 disabled	 persons	 also	can	 achieve	 anything	with	 positive	
attitude.	So	they	learned	to	keep	positive	attitudes	towards	difficult	situations.		
Students	solved	question	answers.	They	also	did	an	activity	where	they	threw	a	balloon	to	
each	other	and	then	stated	the	good	qualities	of	the	other.	Through	this	activity	they	learn	
that	we	connect	with	each	other	if	we	have	good	qualities;	so	we	need	to	be	good	human	
beings	and	do	good	deeds.	Students	did	a	Formative	Assessment	of	listening	and	creative	
writing.	 They	 also	 did	 a	 revision	 of	 Sangya,	 Muhavarein,	 visheshan,	 vilom	 shabd,	 and	
paryayvachi	shabd	through	activities.	
	
Grade	9	

Learners’	focus	was	the	chapter	‘Sehatmand	
karata	 hai	 Taza	 hava	 ka	 jhonka’.Through	
this	 chapter	 they	 learnt	 about	 the	
importance	of	fresh	air.	They	came	to	know	
about	 research	 which	 is	 done	 to	 show	
benefits		of	fresh	air.		They	shared	their	view	
on	 importance	 of	 fresh	 air	 and	 exercise.	
They	 enhanced	 their	 vocabulary	 such	 as	
dhamaniyaan,	 viparit,	 koshika,	 nuksandeh,	
etc.	 They	 also	 did	 formal	 letter	writing.	 Students	 did	 listening	 activity	 and	 revision	 via	
activities.		
	
Grade	10	
Learners	 learnt	 about	 ‘Film	 samiksha’.They	 enhanced	 their	 critical	 and	 analytical	 skills	
through	film	samiksha.	They	also	enhance	their	vocabulary	with	 	sahayogi	patra,	vistar,	
kathanak,	moolyankan,	etc.	Students	watched	films	at	home	such	as	Taarein	Zameen	par,	
Loot	case,	PK,	Hum	saath	saath	hain	and	presented	their	film	samiksha.		
They	built	on	their	confidence	and	writing	skill.	They	also	did		a	listening	activity.	
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III. 	French	
Grade	6		
	

The	learners	of	Grade-6	were	introduced	
to	 some	 major	 cities	 of	 France.	 They	
located	the	cities	on	the	physical	map	of	
France.	 They	 practised	 telling	 different	
weather	conditions	in	French.	Further	to	
this,	 they	 identified	 the	 names	 of		
different	 sports	 in	 French.	 The	
grammatical	concepts	based	on	telling	the	
weather	and	talking	about	different	sports	were	cleared.	Revision	of	the	topics	of	Term-2	
was	done.	
	

IV. 	MUSIC	
Grades	6,	7	&	8	

The	 song	 ‘We	 are	 in	 the	 band’	 from	 the	
musical	‘School	of	rock’	has	been	practised	
for	the	coming	Annual	Day.	

Grades	7	&	8	
The	 song	 ‘Blowing	 in	 the	 wind	 ’	 by	 Bob	
Dylan	was	introduced.	This	song	has	basic	
chords:	 so,	 students	 can	 play	 the	
keyboards,	 guitar	 and	 ukulele.	 	 Other	
students	were	given	percussions	 like	egg	
shakers,	djembe,	bongos	and	cabasa	with	
instructions.	

	
V. Art	

The	 learners	 from	 Grade	 6	 learnt	 a	 new	 technique	 of	 drawing	 called	 ‘Blind	 Contour	
Drawing'.	In	this	method	of	drawing,	the	learner	does	not	look	at	the	paper	whilst	drawing;	
instead	they	look	at	the	object	they	are	drawing	and	move	their	hand	and	pencil	based	on	
what	they	observe	visually	without	lifting	the	pencil	from	the	paper.	This	results	in	free-
flowing	drawings	that	are	whimsical	and	 interesting	and	enable	students	 to	draw	more	
freely.		
The	learners	of	Grade	7	are	learning	how	to	draw	human	portraits	but	with	a	twist.	They	
first	drew	a	face	and	then	drew	grid	lines	across	it.	The	learners	then	had	to	fill	in	the	shapes	
with	patterns	and	tones,	resulting	in	interesting	and	intricate	drawings.	
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Grade	8	 learners	studied	the	work	of	 the	15th	century	artist	Giuseppe	Arcimboldo	who	
painted	a	series	of	portraits	of	natural	forms	to	create	the	facial	features.	The	learners	took	
inspiration	from	him	and	created	their	own	version	of	the	portrait.	Here	we	can	see	that	
the	 learners	have	substituted	 facial	 features	with	 leaves,	 fruits	and	foliage	creating	very	
interesting	visuals.	

Gr	 9	 &	 Gr	 10	 learners	 continue	 their	 journey	 of	 exploring	 mental	 illness	 and	 mental	
wellbeing.	They	also	explored	a	few	different	techniques	of	creating	art	like	collage	art.	The	
learners	have	successfully	expressed	the	anguish	caused	by	mental	illness	through	their	
paintings.	The	paintings	are	filled	with	deep	feelings	and	thoughts.	

VI. Leadership	Curriculum:	
Grade	6:	
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The	learners	of	Grade	6	explored	what	it	meant	to	breach	the	personal	space	of	others.	We	
had	deep	discussions	on	how	we	often	insert	ourselves	in	the	personal	space	of	others	not	
only	 physically	 but	 psychologically	 as	 well.	 The	 learners	 experienced	 the	 discomfort	
created	 when	 we	 did	 an	 activity	wherein	 their	 personal	 space	 was	 encroached	 upon.	
Experience	is	the	best	teacher	and	as	we	delved	deeper,	I	am	sure	we	will	gain	a	deeper	

understanding	of	various	forms	of	respect.		
	

Grade	7:		

We	brought	the	discussions	on	puberty	to	a	close	and	then	went	deep	into	emotions	and	
scars	 that	 we	 develop	 through	 life.	 As	 we	 spoke	 about	 the	 labels	 we	 carry,	 learners	
reflected	on	how	we	become	 immune	 to	hurtful	words	and	actions.	As	 this	 realisation	
dawned,	discussions	got	quite	intense	and	the	learners	were	able	to	identify	how	hurtful	
we	 are	 toward	 each	 other	 by	 the	 labels	we	 attach.	 As	 the	 leadership	 curriculum	 gains	
momentum,	 it	 is	 imperative	 to	 buffer	 their	 thoughts	 with	 acknowledgement	 and	
understanding.	 In	 the	 hope	 of	 developing	 a	 deeper	 understanding	 of	 themselves,	 we	
endeavour	to	help	them	also	to	be	mindful	of	how	they	treated	others.		

	
Grades	8	and	9:	
	
The	 learners	 of	 Grades	 8	 and	 9	 are	 delving	 into	 deep	 questions	 like	 ‘How	much	 am	 I	
worth?’.	Being	exposed	to	these	opportunities	to	 think	enable	 learners	to	explore	their	
feelings	and	deal	with	issues	that	might	be	holding	them	back.	As	we	watched	a	video	on	
the	labels	we	tend	to	carry	around,	learners	saw	how	damaging	judgement	could	be.	From	
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self-reflection	to	our	impact	on	the	world	is	the	direction	we	will	take	our	learners.	Stay	
tuned	as	we	go	deeper.		

	

				IX.	Library	
	Grade	6	
A	Story	Pyramid:	Is	a	fun	
reading	 activity	 that	
helps	 students	 capture	
the	main	points	of	a	story	
in	 a	 limited	 number	 of	
words.	 The	 pyramid	 acts	
as	 a	 graphic	 organizer	
that	starts	with	one	word	
at	 the	 top	 and	 adds	 a	
word	 onto	 each	 line	
below	it.	While	enjoyable,	
the	 activity	 helps	
students	 remember	 key	
points	 and	 summarise	
what	 they	 know.	 The	
students	 were	 given	
newspapers	and	asked	to	use	the	vocabulary	to	build	up	a	story.	

Grades	9	&	10	

Found	Poems:		A	“found	poem”	is	one	that	is	created	using	alphabets,	words,	phrases,	or	
quotations	that	have	been	selected	and	rearranged	from	another	text	like	magazines	and	
newspapers.	To	create	 found	poems,	students	must	choose	 language	that	 is	particularly	
meaningful	 or	 interesting	 to	 them	 and	 organize	 the	 language	 around	 a	 theme.	Writing	
found	poems	 is	a	structured	way	to	have	students	review	material	and	synthesize	their	
learning.	

	
MIDDLE	SCHOOL	&	IGCSE	



TGS	Newsletter	24th	November		Grades	6	–	10	 	 	 	 	 Page 11 of 21	

NEWS	FROM	EACH	GRADE	
GRADE	6	
English:		
As	children	mature	as	writers,	it's	important	to	give	them	the	opportunity	to	write	using	a	
variety	of	formats.	Persuasive	writing	helps	students	formulate	specific	reasons	for	their	
opinions,	and	provides	an	opportunity	to	research	facts	related	to	their	opinions.	Advice	
writing,	on	the	other	hand,	gives	students	an	opportunity	to	provide	solutions	to	problems	
that	will	help	sort	a	dilemma	in	the	best	way	possible.	Persuasive	writing	looks	at	one	side	
of	the	coin	whereas	advice	texts	consider	both	sides.	Grade	6	was	exposed	to	these	forms	
of	writing	thus	giving	them	exposure	to	juggle	both	in	two	different	exercises.	

Math:	

Learners	 converted	 from	 a	 12-
hour	 clock	 time	 system	 to	 a	 24-
hour	 clock	 time	 system	 and	 vice	
versa.	 They	 learned	 about	 time	
zones	and	how	to	calculate	them.	
Students	understand	how	to	read	
a	timetable	and	how	to	read	a	dial	
gauge.	Learners	used	the	Sieve	of	
Eratosthenes,	 an	 ancient	
algorithm,	 to	 discover	 prime	
numbers	 between	 1	 and	 100.	
They	discovered	common	factors	
by	 using	 prime	 numbers.	 Square	
numbers	 were	 introduced,	 and	
they	 learned	 how	 to	 denote	
square	 numbers	 as	 well	 as	 the	
square	 root	 using	 the	 prime	
factorising	method.	Leaners	used	the	square	root	to	calculate	the	sides	of	a	square	for	a	
given	area.	

Physics:	Learners	of	Grade	6	explored	the	effects	of	air	resistance	on	movement	and	an	
understanding	 of	 why	 there	 is	 no	 air	 resistance	 in	 a	 vacuum.	 Learners	 worked	 on	 an	
activity	that	gave	them	practice	in	designing	an	experiment	as	well	as	demonstrating	the	
effect	of	air	resistance	and	some	of	the	factors	affecting	how	large	it	is.	Learners	were	able	
to	use	scientific	knowledge	to	predict	the	performance,	and	hence	design	of,	a	parachute.	
They	could	also	write	a	plan	 for	an	 investigation	and	choose	which	variables	 to	change,	
control	 and	 measure	 as	 well	 as	 identify	 appropriate	 evidence	 to	 collect	 and	 suitable	
methods	 of	 collection	 which	 helped	 them	 to	 choose	 appropriate	 apparatus	 and	 use	 it	
correctly	and	make	accurate	measurements	of	time	and	distance.	
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	Global	Perspectives:		
Students	have	been	intrigued	
as	 we	 traversed	 through	
issues	 related	 to	water,	 food	
and	agriculture.	 It’s	shocking	
to	 learn	 that	 increase	 in	
production	 of	 food	 to	 obtain	
food	 security	 has	 also	 been	
harming	 our	 water	 supplies	
and	 endangering	 water	
security.	Although	efforts	are	
being	 made	 to	 achieve	
sustainability	 but	 are	 they	
enough	to	reach	the	SD	goal	of	
zero	 hunger	 (SDG-2)	 by	
2030?	

Geography:		
As	we	 explore	 the	 topic	 of	 agriculture,	 students	 are	 gradually	 beginning	 to	 admire	 and	
respect	the	sweat	and	toil	of	the	farmers.	The	effort	they	make	to	ensure	that	we	have	food	
on	our	table	is	being	recognised	and	appreciated.	Who	would	have	thought	there	were	so	
many	different	 types	and	forms	of	agriculture?	 It’s	overwhelming	and	 interesting	at	 the	
same	time.	

History:		
The	 unit	
on	 Black	
Death	has	
been	 a	
reminder	
of	 global	
suffering	
caused	by	
COVID-
19.	Just	one	infected	traveller	is	all	that’s	required	to	create	a	global	catastrophe.	It’s	been	
interesting	to	learn	about	the	how	Black	Death	spread	across	Eurasia	–	travellers	like	covid,	
targeted	people	 from	all	walks	of	 life	–	 like	 covid	and	had	 long-lasting	 impacts	on	both	
individuals	 and	 society	 –	 like	 covid.	 Students	 went	 to	 lengths	 to	 present	 their	
understanding	of	the	cause,	symptoms	and	impacts	of	Black	Death	and	how	it	compares	to	
COVID-19.	
	
	

Biology:		
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Students	learnt	about	the	scientific	method	which	involves	stages	that	a	scientist	would	
use	in	carrying	out	an	experiment.	They	learnt	how	Louis	Pasteur	discovered	that	food	
spoilage	occurs	due	to	microorganisms.	Students	also	learnt	about	decay.	They	
understood	that	though	decay	is	not	useful	for	food	it	is	important	for	removing	dead	
organisms	and	wastes	and	returning	back	mineral	salts	to	the	soil.		
Students	also	learnt	about	the	structure	of	the	Earth.	They	were	surprised	to	learn	how	
millions	of	years	ago	all	the	continents	we	know	today	were	joined	together	in	a	
supercontinent	called	Pangaea.		
Students	delivered	a	presentation	on	Viruses.	They	explained	how	once	we	touch	a	
contaminated	surface	we	can	pick	up	a	virus	and	transfer	it	to	our	eyes,	nose	or	mouth	

from	here	the	virus	can	enter	our	body	and	make	us	sick.	

Chemistry:	
In	chemistry	a	short	recap	of	Elements	and	the	Periodic	table	was	done.	Students	recalled	
that	an	element	is	a	substance	that	contains	only	one	type	of	an	atom.	Examples	of	elements	
include	Silver,	Carbon	and	Helium.	They	understood	how	having	a	chemical	symbol	helps	
scientists	 around	 the	 world	 to	 talk	 about	 elements	 better.	 They	 also	 studied	 that	 the	
Periodic	table	is	a	list	of	all	elements	in	an	order.	The	workbook	questions	on	Properties	of	
metal,	non-metals	and	alloys	were	discussed	and	solved.	Students	answered	a	formative	
assessment	on	Elements	and	the	Periodic	table.	
	
GRADE	7	
English:	We	discussed	alternative	forms	and	structure	for	stories	-	namely	diary	entry,	
dual	narrators,	email,	The	class	collectively	wrote	a	fiction	piece	in	email	form	(to	the	Tooth	
Fairy)!	 The	 students	 also	worked	 on	 a	 persuasive	 text	 +	 comprehension	 as	 a	means	of	
revision.	 They	 sat	 in	 pairs	 or	 in	 teams	 of	 three	 and	 helped	 each	 other	 complete	 the	
exercises.	The	class	thoroughly	enjoyed	the	summary	writing	task	as	well.	We	used	a	Ted	
Talk	(Amy	Cuddy	on	Body	Language)	and	even	worked	on	adopting	better	body	posture	
and	power	poses	too.	They	even	worked	on	plot	twist	activities	and	changed	up	the	basic	
plot	of	Jojo	Rabbit	and	Jumanji.	
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Math:	Students	learnt	how	to	perform	basic	operations	on	mixed	fractions.	They	learnt	
that	there	are	many	methods	of	solving	a	given	question.	They	used	critiquing	when	they	
evaluated	 the	 methods	 and	 compared	 them	 with	 other	 methods	 they	 already	 knew.	
Students	performed	an	activity	on	equivalent	fractions	and	comparing	fractions.	Through	
the	activity	the	students	used	cards	to	practise	saying	whether	a	fraction	is	greater	or	less	
than	½	--	which	is	a	useful	skill	when	estimating	answers	to	mixed	number	calculations.	
Students	answered	a	formative	assessment	on	Fractions	and	revised	all	the	chapters	for	

the	Term	2	exam.	

	

Biology:		
Students	learnt	about	the	difference	between	weather	and	climate.	They	learnt	how	a	small	
change	in	the	Earth's	orbit	results	in	changes	in	the	Earth's	climate.They	learnt	about	ice	
ages	wherein	the	Earth	is	several	degrees	Celsius	colder	than	usual.	Students	learnt	about	
the	evidence	for	glacial	periods	on	Earth	and	when	they	occurred	by	studying	the	effects	of	
ice	on	 rocks,	 ice	 cores	and	animal	 fossils	 and	skeletons.	 Students	 solved	worksheets	on	
balanced	 diets	 which	 helped	 them	 check	 their	 understanding	 of	 the	 chapter.	 Students	
answered	a	formative	assessment	on	habitats	and	ecosystems.	

Chemistry	:	
Students	learnt	about	neutralisation	reactions	wherein	an	acid	reacts	with	a	base	to	form	
salt	and	water.	They	learnt	how	to	write	a	risk	assessment	before	performing	an	
experiment.	They	performed	an	experiment	to	investigate	the	purity	of	copper	sulphate.	
Students	learnt	about	separating	insoluble	compound	from	mixtures	by	using	an	
apparatus	such	as	heating	and	using	a	filter	paper.	Students	learnt	about	the	purity	of	a	
substance	by	using	gold	as	an	example.	They	learnt	how	purity	refers	to	how	much	of	a	
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chemical	is	in	a	mixture.	They	also	learnt	how	adding	a	chemical	to	substance	changes	its	
properties,	e.g.	adding	salt	to	pure	water	changes	its	boiling	point.	
	

		

Physics:		
Students	 learnt	 how	 to	 use	 particle	 theory	 to	 explain	 pressure	 in	 gases	 and	 liquids.	
Students	 learnt	 to	 describe	 the	 diffusion	 of	 gases	 and	 liquids	 as	 the	 intermingling	 of	
substances	by	the	movement	of	particles.	They	could	describe	what	an	analogy	is	and	how	
it	can	be	used	as	a	model.	They	could	predict	the	likely	outcomes	and	make	conclusions	by	
interpreting	results	and	explain	the	limitations	of	the	conclusions.	Students	participated	in	
a	quiz	which	helped	them	to	revise	the	concepts	of	the	chapter	Forces.	

Global	Perspectives:		
Education	is	the	passport	to	the	future,	but	providing	education	for	all	to	prepare	them	for	
a	better	tomorrow	is	not	as	easy	as	it	sounds.	Grade	7	has	been	exploring	just	that.	As	we	
explored	the	backstage	challenges	of	our	education	system	our	students	are	beginning	to	
appreciate	this	privilege	more	than	they	did	before.					

Geography:		
Energy	is	a	key	resource	required	for	everything	we	do	on	a	daily	basis.	It’s	so	easy	to	open	
the	fridge	and	take	out	our	favourite	drink	or	flip	a	switch	to	watch	our	favourite	movie	or	
jump	into	our	car	and	go	for	a	ride.	Do	we	ever	stop,	even	for	a	second,	to	think	what	makes	
our	fridge,	switches,	car,	etc.	function?	What	would	our	life	be	if	there	was	no	electricity	or	
fuel?	Where	do	they	come	from	anyway?	That’s	been	our	focus	of	discussion	these	days	
along	 with	 the	 need	 and	 importance	 of	 conserving	 energy	 and	 switching	 to	 non-
conventional	sources	of	energy	for	sustainability.	
	
Grade	8	
English:		
We	looked	at	the	creation	of	original	characters	as	a	part	of	creative	writing.	The	students	
also	 answered	 a	 creative	 writing	 FA	 on	 plot	 twist	writing.	 The	 work	 produced	 by	 the	
students	was	exceptional,	as	they	manoeuvred	through	complex	plots	and	intricate	twists!	
In	order	to	build	up	vocabulary,	we	had	a	series	of	vocabulary	quizzes,	revolving	around	
the	GRE	word	list.	The	class	was	split	into	teams	(Boys	vs	Girls)	and	the	competitive	spirit	
brought	out	the	best	in	the	students.	 
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Math:		
People	 always	 think	 revising	 Math	 involves	 learning	 a	 few	 equations	 and	 numbers;	
however,	you	actually	need	to	understand	what	you	have	learned	and	apply	the	method	to	
similar	questions.	The	trick	to	success	in	your	Math	examinations	is	by	working	through	
the	syllabus	and	doing	lots	of	repetition	and	practice	questions,	working	from	easy	(for	e.g.	
2x	=	3)	to	harder	style	questions	(for	e.g.	5x	-	2	>	3x	+	11).	This	is	exactly	what	the	Grade	8	
learners	did	through	November.	

Geography:		
We	continued	to	explore	natural	disasters,	this	time	focussing	on	those	related	to	weather	
–	 cyclones,	 floods,	droughts	and	 landslides.	Although	most	of	 the	students	did	not	have	
personal	experiences	to	share	but	it	was	fascinating	how	easily	they	could	relate	to	those	
who	did.	Together	we	have	been	trying	to	understand	the	mechanism	of	these	disasters,	
identify	indicators	leading	to	the	calamity	and	ways	to	minimise	destruction.	

Chemistry	and	Biology:		
With	 a	 few	 missed	 classes	 during	 these	 weeks,	 learners	 completed	 their	 workbook	
exercises	to	help	them	strengthen	the	concepts	taught	during	the	term.	
	
Physics:	 Learners	 discussed	 the	 evidence	 for	 an	 asteroid	 impact	 causing	 mass	
extinction,	 as	 well	 as	 how	 models	 are	 created	 and	 used	 to	 understand	 past	 asteroid	
collisions	and	predict	future	collisions.	Students	create	a	life	cycle	for	the	star.	They	learned	
about	nebulae	and	how	to	classify	them.	
	
	

	
Grade	9	
English:	The	students	worked	on	selecting	the	writer's	language,	with	an	emphasis	on	
synonyms	and	idiomatic	phrases,	using	a	magazine	article	on	Africa	Mercy.	The	students	
were	very	involved	in	the	discussion	on	how	life	on	the	ship	would	have	been	and	we	even	
watched	a	video	for	the	same.	We	then	jumped	into	Writer’s	Effect	and	using	a	presentation	
and	sample	answers,	looked	at	how	to	analyse	various	words	and	phrases	that	bring	out	a	
linguistic	effect	in	the	text.	The	self-review	aspect	worked	well	as	they	were	honest	with	
the	way	they	wrote	out	their	answers. 
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Math:	Math	can	be	an	intense	subject	with	a	lot	of	intricate	practices	that	can	be	forgotten	
when	 not	 used	 regularly.	 Revision,	 as	 the	 name	 suggests,	 means	 looking	 back	 over	
previously	 learned	 information	ensuring	that	 it	 is	clear	and	fresh	 in	the	mind.	Learners	
consolidated	 their	 learning	 by	 going	 over	 the	 topics	 of	 Algebra	 and	 Geometry	 through	
worksheets	and	problem	solving	in	class.	

History:	 On	March	 16,	 1935,	 Adolf	 Hitler	
announced	 that	 he	would	 rearm	Germany	 in	
violation	 of	 the	 Treaty	 of	 Versailles.	 Hitler	
revealed	that	Germany	had	begun	to	construct	
an	 air	 force,	 and	 unveiled	 plans	 to	 reinstate	
conscription	 and	 create	 a	 German	 army	 of	
more	than	half	a	million	men.	To	understand	
Hitler’s	 intentions,	 the	 students	 were	 given	
two	$10	notes.	In	order	to	get	rich,	they	had	an	
option	to	either	split	the	money	between	each	
of	 them	 or	 one	 of	 them	 could	 steal	 all	 the	
money	and	leave	the	others	with	nothing.	In	a	
similar	manner,	Britain	allowed	Hitler	to	rearm,	thus	giving	him	the	metaphorical	$20,	so	
that	Germany	could	have	arms	equivalent	to	Britain.	But	Hitler	decided	to	rearm	to	almost	
twice	the	size	of	 the	British	army,	 thus	stealing	all	 the	metaphorical	money	and	 leaving	
nothing	for	the	other	except	for	a	threat	of	war.	

Physics:		

Learners	describe	how	pulses	and	progressive	transverse	waves	are	produced	on	ropes,	
springs,	and	ripple	tanks,	and	they	recall	the	definitions	of	wavelength,	frequency,	speed,	
and	 amplitude.	 They	 used	 the	 term	 wavefront	 to	 describe	 how	 they	 represented	 a	
transverse	 wave	 on	 a	 displacement-distance	 graph	 and	 extracted	 information	 from	 it.	
Students	recall	that	the	angle	of	reflection	equals	the	angle	of	incidence	and	draw	a	diagram	
of	straight	wavefront	reflection	at	a	plane	surface.	Students	learned	about	screw	gauges	
and	micrometres,	as	well	as	how	they	work.		

	Chemistry:		
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As	 the	 learners	 continued	 to	 discover	 various	 factors	 that	 affect	 the	 rate	 of	 a	 chemical	
reaction,	 they	 tested	 the	 last	 factor,	 concentration.	 	 Varying	 the	 concentration	 of	 the	
chemical	by	diluting	it	with	water	drastically	affected	how	the	reactants	reacted	to	form	
products.	 	This	knowledge	can	be	used	during	 large	scale	production	of	substances	 like	
medicinal	 syrups	 or	 juices.	 	 Having	 studied	 all	 the	 factors,	 learners	 then	 completed	
questions	related	to	these	topics	to	strengthen	their	concepts.		Revision	for	the	upcoming	
examinations	were	then	done.	

	
Biology:		
We	know	that	water	is	lost	by	plants	from	the	leaves	by	a	process	called	transpiration.		If	
this	water	is	given	out	as	water	vapour,	how	are	we	to	believe	that	this	is	the	truth?	An	
apparatus	to	measure	the	amount	of	water	lost	by	leaves	was	used	by	learners	to	help	them	
record	 the	 water	 loss	 from	 the	 chosen	 plant.	 	 Learners	 were	 challenged	 to	 set	 up	 the	
experiment	while	ensuring	 that	 all	 the	necessary	 conditions	were	met.	 	 Seeing	 learners	
apply	their	analytical	skills	to	set	up	this	apparatus	was	quite	a	treat.	 	They	weighed	out	
their	pros	and	cons	of	each	set	up	and	tried	a	few	times	before	achieving	success.		At	the	
end	 of	 the	 stipulated	 time,	 learners	 were	 curious	 as	 to	 why	 they	 couldn’t	 record	 the	
expected	results	which	led	into	a	discussion	of	the	possible	reasons	for	an	anomaly.	

Global	Perspectives:	
	Now	 that	 Grade	 9	 is	 done	 with	 all	 three	 components	 for	 the	 Second	 Term	 for	 Global	
Perspectives,	we	decided	to	reflect	a	little.	The	syllabus	is	done.	We	have	finished	practising	
our	Written	Examination	IGCSE	papers.	What	can	we	do	to	make	sure	we	stay	productive	
and	ahead	of	our	trajectory?	We	have	started	ideating	Individual	Report	topics	for	Term	3.	
Research	is	already	underway,	and	the	feedback	from	the	Second	Term	reports	will	most	
definitely	help.	The	 idea	behind	 the	entire	process	 is	 to	do	 it	 so	well	 that	 they	will	not	
require	any	teacher	guidance	by	the	time	they	work	on	their	final	project.	In	order	to	do	
that,	they	will	need	to	put	their	best	foot	forward	and	constantly	stay	alert	for	all	GP	classes.		
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Business	Studies:	
Through	research,	group	discussions	and	 collaboration,	 learners	 worked	 in	 groups	 to	
conduct	the	last	two	stages	of	their	recruitment	activity	-	interview	and	final	selection.	Each	
group	took	turns	to	conduct	the	interview	with	the	rest	of	the	class	observing	them.	The	
group	members	were	the	interviewers	and	they	invited	the	students	from	Grade	10	to	be	
their	interviewees.	Good	research	of	the	role	and	responsibilities,	good	demonstration	of	
confidence,	verbal	and	non-verbal	communication	skills,	active	listening	etc	were	visible	
throughout	the	sessions.	Learners	were	able	to	give	and	take	feedback	after	this	session.	
Learners	made	seminar	presentations	on	different	topics	like	importance	and	methods	of	
training	employees,	reasons	and	methods	of	downsizing,	legal	controls	over	employment	
issues	 etc.	 	 The	 seminar	 presentations	 were	 followed	 by	 discussions	 on	 real-world	
problems	 associated	 with	 the	 topics	 and	 the	 learners	 challenged	 one	 another	 with	
questions	that	evoked	critical	examination	of	the	issues.	

Economics:		
Learners	 examined	 the	 different	 factors	 based	 on	 which	 households	 make	 borrowing	
decisions.	 Learners	 examined	 the	 current	 household	 debt	 position	 of	 India	 and	 drew	
conclusions	from	discussions.	India’s	current	household	debt	level	(37.9	percent	of	GDP)	
isn’t	unsustainable;	even	in	the	context	of	pre-pandemic	levels	of	other	major	economies	
(Indonesia	 had	 a	 particularly	 low	 household	 debt).	 Additionally,	 the	 low-interest	 rate	
regime	maintained	by	the	RBI	could	make	household	debt	positions	less	burdensome.	They	
also	examined	the	various	factors	influencing	the	choice	of	occupation	by	workers.	With	
their	 prior	 knowledge	 regarding	 the	 operation	 of	 market	 forces	 in	 the	 goods	 market,	
learners	were	able	to	decide	the	determinants	of	equilibrium	 in	 the	 labour	 market	 and	
thus	 could	 draw	 the	 graphical	 representation	 of	 the	 labour	 market	 without	 much	
assistance.	

	
Grade	10	
English:	 The	 run	 up	 to	 the	 preliminary	 examination	 for	 Grade	 10	 has	 indeed	 been	
rigorous	for	the	students	of	Grade	10.	Learning	how	to	finish	in	time	without	compromising	
on	content	has	been	quite	the	task	for	the	students.	Being	able	to	identify	literary	devices	
in	a	passage	and	explain	its	meaning	in	the	context,	choosing	the	essay	that	best	brings	out	
its	meaning,	 extending	writing	 and	 transforming	 genres	 has	 been	 no	 small	 feat	 for	 our	
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students.	We	wish	them	all	the	best	for	their	upcoming	exams	that	they	may	give	it	their	
best	and	rest	assured	that	they	have	done	justice	to	their	work.	

Math:		In	preparation	for	the	upcoming	examinations,	the	students	of	Grade	10	brushed	
up	their	knowledge	by	solving	IGCSE	papers	of	previous	years.	People	say	rigour	is	a	must	
to	excel	at	Math.	Our	students	have	been	working	hard	to	be	able	to	achieve	their	best	at	
the	upcoming	IGCSE	exams.	
	

History:	 Contrary	 to	
popular	belief,	History	at	the	
IGCSE	 level	 has	 been	 one	 of	
the	 most	 trying	 courses	 for	
our	 students.	 As	 a	 subject	 it	
has	tested	the	analytical	and	
design	 thinking	 skills	 of	 our	
students	 at	 all	 levels.	 They	
have	 been	working	 towards	
mastering	 the	 ability	 to	
explain	 a	 problem	 from	 the	
20th	 century	 in	 a	 direct	 as	
well	as	implied	format.	To	be	
able	 to	 look	at	 an	 image	and	highlight	 the	bias	or	 to	 trace	underlying	temperaments	of	
world	leaders	from	quotes	of	their	speeches	has	been	one	of	the	many	tasks	our	students	
have	had	to	perform.	In	doing	so,	they	have	not	only	learnt	about	themselves	or	how	our	
nation	came	to	be,	but	also	developed	the	ability	to	avoid	mistakes	and	create	better	paths	
for	our	societies.	

Physics:		

Learners	solved	previous	years’	papers	to	help	them	be	better	prepared	for	the	upcoming	
preliminary	examinations.	

Chemistry:		

Since	a	few	learners	needed	help	with	one	of	the	topics,	the	same	was	revised	using	a	mind	
map.	Also	during	this	period,	learners	solved	previous	years’	papers	to	help	them	prepare	
for	the	upcoming	exams.			

Biology:	Just	as	in	Chemistry,	learners	solved	previous	years’	papers	to	help	them	be	
better	prepared	for	the	upcoming	preliminary	examinations.	

	
	

Economics:	 Learners	 revised	 the	 topics	 that	 they	 have	 learned	 for	 their	 IGCSE	
Economics	 paper.	 They	 answered	 questions	 –	 both	 MCQs	 and	 structured	 questions-	 to	
identify	the	gap	in	teaching-learning	process	and	bridge	them.	These	have	also	been	marked	
and	discussed	with	them,	thus	giving	them	an	idea	of	what	Cambridge	expects	of	its	students	
at	the	IGCSE	level.The	improvement	is	visible	with	each	paper	solved.	
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Bye	for	now.	The	next	edition	is	the	one	just	before	the	Winter	break.	
Regards,	
The	Gera	School	

Business	Studies:	

Learners	revised	the	topics	that	they	have	learned	for	their	IGCSE	Business	Studies	Paper.	
They	 answered	 questions	 –	 both	 short	 answers	 and	 case	 studies-	 to	 identify	 the	 gap	
teaching-learning	 process	 and	 bridge	 them.	 Application	 of	 given	 cases	 while	 writing	
answers	was	identified	to	be	an	area	of	general	concern	and	thus	the	learners	undertook	a	
focused	approach	to	improve	in	that	part	by	doing	more	worksheets	and	cases.	


